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Child Guidance
Lab 2:  “Teacher Interactions”

Lab #2: Teacher Interactions  
Project Description: This project relates to Syllabi Objectives 1.b, 1.c, 4.a., 5.a., g.
 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk45098220]Choose 3 of the following scenarios.  Send an email to the Collin Lab School at labschool@collin.edu with the scenarios you want them to answer.  They will already have completed responses to the scenarios and questions and can provide their responses. 

You can also choose to ask a teacher from a childcare program other than the Collin Lab School but the program MUST be NAEYC accredited where they work. Provide the teacher with the attached list of guidance strategies to help them answer your questions.  Ask them to respond to the following questions.  If a teacher describes a guidance strategy with which you are unfamiliar, look it up in your text or online.
The questions which every teacher should use to respond are: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk45021327]What specific guidance strategies would you employ for each scenario?  Please summarize what you would do. A list of possible strategies (although you may choose others) is attached.
1. What do you think would be an inappropriate way for a teacher to handle the situation?
1. What could you do to avoid the behavioral issue in the future?
1. How would your strategy support the development of positive self-esteem?  
1. What could you do to create an environment that would lessen this type of problem?
1. Using the list identify the five strategies you think are most important in guiding the children you teach and why.  
1. Identify the environmental impact on child behavior, such as room arrangement, noise level, lighting, soft elements, and colors or materials on the classroom walls. 
1. Identify which theory or theories of guidance each strategy represents. First record the observed strategies and then use the text later to help identify the theory. 

B. Teacher Interactions Lab: Written Report Instructions
Each student will develop a 3-5 page typewritten report. The report must: 
1. Identify the name of each teacher and if they are not at the lab school, an email address, so we can verify.
2. Attach to the paper their responses to the scenarios (at the end of the report).  This does NOT count toward the 3-5 pages. 
3. Summarize each scenario (be sure to put a description of the scenario so I know which one it is.)
4. Identify specific guidance strategies in your summary of each scenario that were stated and summarize the teacher’s answers to questions a-h (above)  for each scenario.
5. Compare specific guidance strategies employed for each scenario, and which theories of guidance each strategy represents. Be very specific. You will find theories of practice in your textbook and online.
6. Compare and contrast the positive interactions and supportive relationships described in the scenario responses. Explain ways in which teaching style and curricula would influence interactions with the children.  Be specific
7. Compare and contrast any negative interactions and guidance that may be expressed in the teacher responses. Explain what the teachers should do differently. 
8. Describe how the environment, such as room arrangement, noise level, lighting, soft elements, and colors or materials on the classroom walls could affect behavior in each scenario and what could have been changed to improve the classroom environment.
9. Explain what might have been the cause of the behavior problems in each scenario.
10. Identify a minimum of 3 resources to which parents could be referred for assistance with these problems. Include names of agencies, addresses, phone numbers, contact persons and websites, and a short summary of services provided by each.
11. Include any references you used including your textbook at the end of the report.
[bookmark: _Hlk45098283]Childcare Scenarios for Lab 2

Preschool:
1. Mindy loves playing in the house area.  She always wants to pretend that she is the baby and that Anne is the mommy.  They play for a long time with no problems.  However, when another child tries to enter the play Mindy becomes frustrated and angry, and yells at the other child.  Today, when Katie wanted to join in their play, Mindy grabbed up all the dress up clothes and said, “No one else can play in our family.  It’s just the mommy and the baby!!”

2. 3-year-old Juan has trouble sitting at circle time.  If he sits near you, he talks out constantly and pulls on whatever is in your hand.  If he sits across the circle from you, he pushes the other children and tries to sit on their space or rolls out into the middle of the circle.

3. Amy says it is her time to play with the iPad and Juan says he is still needing to use it even though he has had it for some time.  Amy gets made and hits Juan.

4. Jamilla is the only one at the playdough table. She pulls all of the dough in front of her and begins to build a town.  Aaron comes over and wants some playdough too.  Jamilla refuses saying she needs it for her town
 
Toddler:
5. Three girls are fighting over a piece of green construction paper in the art area. They begin to yell and rip the paper out of one another’s hands.

6. Sara put down The Hungry Caterpillar book for a minute when she came back Anne was reading it.  They are now pulling on the book and getting angry. 

7. Amal refuses to sit at the table for lunch.  He gets up, wanders around and often drops food on the floor when he doesn’t like it

8. Joey, 2.5, refuses to wear his coat when you go outside.

Infant:
9. Two one year olds are struggling over a toy phone

10. Susy is a young toddler (13 months) and has started biting others when she wants something they have.

11. Allen (15 months) arrives at the classroom with his grandmother. As she nudges him into the room, he begins to cry loudly and cling to his grandmother’s legs. You are seated on the carpet reading a story to a small group of children.

12. Billy (18 months) is very, very active.  He often runs in the room and sometimes knocks over other children or things. 
 


Guidance Strategies
The following is a list of guidance strategies.  They include some strategies that many would disagree with.  Please identify the ones you would use, not ones you think others want to hear that you use.  These are just some strategies to get you thinking; please identify others if you would use different ones.

Basic Teacher Strategies
· Create simple, clear rules
· Use positive statements with child 
· Tell children what you want them to do instead of what you don’t want them to do
· Give clear, simple choices 
· Use bribes when necessary
· Use stickers and reward charts
· Show Respect by moving to child, squat or kneel at eye level
· Use Humor, but not laughing at child
· Allow Natural Consequences. 
· Use Logical Consequences.
· Use one-way communication keeping the message short and avoid overusing the word “no” to direct or inform the child about a behavior.
· Make Clear Statements. While it is good to offer choices, when feasible, it is also important not to imply there is a choice when one really does not exist
· Use more child choices rather than adult-Imposed transitions to another activity
· Observe carefully signs that children are becoming stressed or overstimulated
· Create a checklist or other assessment to identify when and why a behavior is occurring.
· Tell parents whenever there is misbehavior
· Put child in timeout until you feel they should return to the group.
· Redirect children to other activities when there are problems


Interpersonal Strategies
· Encourage child to talk through how to handle a situation
· Involve children in creating rules and consequences
· Show a child how his actions affect others
· Discuss misbehavior with child alone or with other children
· . Involve the other children by telling them what was done and ask them if they would do that
· Use I-Messages. There are three parts to an I-message: 1) Define the behavior in a non-blaming manner; 2) State the tangible effect of the behavior; and 3) Clarify how the behavior makes you feel (Gordon, 1977). 
· Be an Active Listener. 
· Ask the child to identify solutions to misbehaviors or problems
· Have children apologize to each other
· Place child in time out until he changes his behavior or until you say it is over
· Show interest in the child's activities.
· Expect the best from the child.
· Give clear directions, one at a time.
· Say "yes" whenever possible and appropriate.
· Notice and pay attention to children when they make good choices and decisions
· Say more positive things to a child
· Take action before a situation gets out of control.
· Use natural consequences
· Use logical consequences

Social Strategies
· Teach conflict resolution skills. 
· Help children see how their actions affect others through discussion, modeling or role play

· Teach social skills (be specific about how and what)
· Practice correct behaviors
· Encourage dramatic play: Children involved in pretending and role-playing practice problem solving and learn how to negotiate when interacting with others. 
· Find a quiet place to talk when children have conflict to discuss the problem
· Give each person a say to tell their side of the story.
· Have child help with caring for someone they have hurt or made cry (if the hurt child is willing)

Environmental Strategies
· Turn Chores into Games. 
· Arrange areas for children to access and use with ease
· Change the areas to avoid running or falling
· Provide enough materials for the children
· Set up ways for children to self-regulate (e.g., hooks for nametags that will limit the number of children in an area)
· Make certain the environment is safe and worry-free.
· Provide appropriate and engaging playthings.
· Have child help with cleanup or fixing something they damage 
· Provide a place where children can be safe when they are out of control.  Allow them back with the group when they are calm.  Let them set when they can return





Points:  _____/ ___100___	
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Please note:  Student completes the shaded portion of the text box only; please do not fill in check mark spaces below.  Professor/Lab Instructor will complete lower portion of rubric.  Please add this to the front of your assignment.
Name:  ____________________
Lab/Observation Location:  ___________________________

Lab Checklist for Professor/Lab Instructor Grading:

____/___10___  Paper is double-spaced, on one side of page only, with one-inch margins all around, using 12 pt. font, with rubric stapled to front; name on rubric, name on paper.

_____/___10___  Student includes a description of each scenario.

_____/___20___  Student summarizes teacher responses to questions about each scenario completely 

_____/___10___ Student includes which theories of guidance each of the above guidance strategies followed, very specifically (see text for help).

_____/___10___  Student compares/contrasts specific guidance strategies, the positive interactions and the supportive relationships identified for the scenarios.  

_____/___10___  Student discusses how the teaching style and curricula (what they teach) influence teacher interactions with the children, being very specific.

_____/___10___  Ways in which the environment could affect the behavior of the children in each scenario, and recommendations for changes to improve the environment were discussed by the student.

____/___10____  Student discusses what may have been the suspected cause of any notable behavior 

_____/___10___  Student identifies a minimum of three (3) resources to which parents could be referred for assistance with the above problems.  Include names of agencies/programs; addresses; phone numbers; contact person’s names; website URL’s, and a brief summary of services provided by each.

Comments from Instructor:
